Sandbank Community Council Meeting
                                               25th August 2010

	
	Name
	Position

	1.Present
	Iain MacNaughton
Rhona Altin

Chris Talbot

Ishbel Fairman
Helen Anderson
Jennifer Woodward
Lorraine Lewis
	Chair/Convener 

Minutes Secretary

Treasurer 
Community Councillor 

Community Councillor 

Vice Convener

Mail Secretary

	2. Apologies
	Councillor Alex MacNaughton

Councillor Ron Simon
Fiona Anderson

Councillor Bruce Marshall
PC Stewart Brannan

	Councillor for Ward

Councillor for Ward

Community Councillor 

Councillor for Ward
Community Police Officer

	Item
	Discussion & Decisions
	Action/timescale

	3. Declarations of interest
	None
	

	4. Minutes of meeting on 26th May
	Minutes were proposed by CT  and seconded by  JW
	

	5. Police Report
5. Police Report (Cont.)


	Report sent via email by PC Stewart Brannan. For period 27th April 2010 to 25th August 2010 there were a total of 132 calls relating to the Sandbank area for this period of which the following may be of interest to the Sandbank Community Council.

· On 29th April a male was reported for driving a motor vehicle whilst only being a provisional license holder and failing to display ‘L’ plates, the same male was also reported for failing to change his address of residence on his driving license.

· On 30th April 2010 another male was reported for driving offences, namely speeding, failing to wear a seatbelt and again failing to change address of residence on his driving license.

· On 23rd May 2010 a male was charged under the Communications Act for making threatening and abusive telephone calls, this taking place over a number of months between October 2009 and May 2010.

· On 23rd May 2010 the yard at A.M. Plant in Highland Avenue was subject of a break in.  Subsequently a male has been reported for Attempted theft of m/v, theft from m/v, vandalism, attempted theft of a further m/v, theft from a m/v, 3 other counts of vandalism, and a further 2 attempted thefts of m/v’s.

· On 31st May 2010 a male was charged with assault and crimes under the M.D.A.

· On 16TH June a female driver was reported for drink driving within the Sandbank area.

· On 20th June a male was charged with vandalism.

· On 27th June a male was charged in relation to a Domestic Breach of the Peace which took place in the Sandbank area.

· On 15th July a male was reported for speeding within the Sandbank area as a result of a static speed check being carried out
Over the course of the months numerous speed checks have been carried out within the Sandbank area in an effort to put a stop to speeding in the area.  It would appear that this action is working as the manner of driving appears to be improving with the exception of the odd few drivers who have not been caught yet.

Due to this report being compiled covering a period of approx 4 months it breaks down to approx 34 incidents per month which appears to be in line with previous reports.

There have also been 5 other crime reports raised over the period for Serious assault, Communications Act, Drugs offences, Theft and theft OLP, enquiries are still ongoing into these incidents.
	

	6. Treasurer’s Report
	Income                              £4783.23  
Expenditure                      £ -152.94
Balance CA                        £2672.97
Balance DA                        £2047.32
Total                                   £4720.29
Sandbank Scene Summer 2010 still awaiting payment for:

UStore and Argyll 1st £60
Total Holiday Experience £30                  
	 

	7. Planning
	IM reported as follows:
· The planning application for a wind farm on Strone Saul Hill behind Sandbank was refused following a Discretionary Hearing in the Younger Hall, Kilmun on 9th August 2010.

· Advice is awaited on the present position with regard to the planning application for the proposed new supermarket development.  Following a public meeting organised by Dunoon Community Council, however, the applicants have received a letter from that quarter setting out a number of objections.

· The list of valid planning applications for the period 28th May 2010 to date contains little of interest in the Sandbank/Ardnadam area.  Indeed, what is noteworthy is the reduction in the number applications generally across Argyll & Bute.
	

	8. Jim Ferguson – Streetscene Officer
	Jim advised us of his position as the Pest Control Officer and Dog Warden for the area. He has also been covering the position of dog fouling and litter warden with only 20% of his time dedicated to dog fouling, due to the absence, with the other Sreetscene Officer due back to work on Monday 30th August. Jim has been patrolling Cromlech Road due to complaints on early and late shifts and has issued 3 warnings in Sandbank. 1 person has been fined but has not paid and 2 others have paid. The Council cannot chase fines as it is too expensive to do so which can cause problems if people are aware of this. The public can inform in writing of any dog fouling offences and it will be in confidence.  Also worth noting that anyone seen dropping their doggy bags in the drains will also be fined for littering.
IM will contact Press Office for an article on Dog fouling for the next issue of Sandbank Scene.

	IM to contact Press office

	9. Buses


	Since the meeting last week in Sandbank Village Hall, Mr D McFadyen has responded to SCC’s request for a copy of the risk assessment stating that the reports are being audited at present. We do not have a date of when they will be made available to the public.
Jackie McBurney stated that she had asked for the reports in May and still has not received a copy. Jackie will now send letters to the Health & Safety Executive, Alex Salmond and A& B underwriters. Jackie also stated that the route to school from Sandhaven falls down on 4 points of the Road Safety Forum guidelines which A&B Council are not recognizing.

All agreed that SCC would contact Dick Walsh and Sally Loudon querying the issues surrounding freedom of information regarding the risk assessments carried out in May and highlighting the way in which the decisions have been made.
	IM to speak to Dunoon Community Council  re: route to school from Dunoon.
IM to email Dick Walsh/Sally Loudon 

	10. Cowalfest


	Cllr BM agreed to arrange the screen for the slide show.
Tickets will be prepared and printed by CT.

All SCC will distribute/sell tickets and Cowalfest can sell some also.

All agreed to price of £5 for tickets which would include tea/coffee and biscuits or bring your own bottle.

All agreed to give out free books stored in the village hall and to also to sell the newer book by Ann Galliard.
	Cllr BM to provide screen for slideshow
CT to print tickets off and distribute to SCC 

	11. Local Community Planning
	Next meeting is on 26th August in Queen’s Hall at 7.30pm. 

	

	12. Councillor’s Report
12. Councillor’s Report
(Cont.)
	Cllr Marshall’s report is as follows:
· The issue of the broken barrier at Ardnadam has been left by Roads until after the completion of SW works in that vicinity

· I asked Ailsa Cunningham to pay special attention to the area in Sandbank around Cromlech Rd

· I have asked for a refuse bin to be placed on Ferry Rd at the layby.

· I have asked for road markings to be renewed at Cromlech Rd/Ferry Lane crossing

· The Council has a total budget of £25k to spray Japanese Knotweed this year, a quarter of which will be done in Bute & Cowal.  This is for roadside JK only and residents and land owners are encouraged to do their own bit

· The issue of the Council’s decision to increase the walking distance for primary school children to two miles has proven to be extremely unpopular in Sandbank with 28 school children being affected.   I am unhappy with the process to date and am awaiting further advice from the Head of Facility Services, Malcolm McFadyen.

· The next LACPG meeting is on Thurs 26th Aug and I hope CCs will be represented.

Residents at Daisy Place have asked where the Daisy Place sign has gone and if it will be replaced?
Yellow lines on the main road at the Marina gates need to repainted as there are no markings at present.

SCC queried the whereabouts of the Dunoon planters now that they have been replaced with the new ones?

SCC queried why the floodlights from Dunoon Grammar are lying at the Black Park, getting ruined instead of being stored properly or recycled/used elsewhere?

Japanese Knotweed on Cromlech Rd is encroaching on the pavement.

RA emailed Cllr BM re: overgrown bushes trees on Ferry Lane.
	Cllr BM to enquire

Cllr BM to enquire

Cllr BM to enquire

Cllr BM to enquire

Cllr BM to enquire

Cllr forwarded email

	13. Community Councillors’ Report
13. Community Councillors’ Report (Cont.)
	CT reported: Over the summer CT painted the wooden barrels with preservative and painted the metal bands.

Three wooden planters were obtained from the A&B Council work project at Kirn to replace the three wooden barrels at Lazaretto Point (two beyond use and one damaged).

The Planters at McKinlays Quay are infested with ants so I was unable to plant the summer bedding plants (I will donate £10 to the SCC as I have got the ones left over)
CT also stated: 
Sandbank with Argyll & Bute Council – are we getting the best deal?

I attended the meeting in the village hall about the school buses being removed for some people attending Sandbank Primary School based upon distance.  This mainly affects Broxwood and Sandhaven children.  I was disappointed in the quality of response given to the meeting about the level and robustness of the health and safety check made by A&BC officials.  There are issues with narrow pavements, obstructions (Bins and vehicles) speeding traffic and the general condition of the road – especially in wet periods where standing water can be splashed onto pedestrians.  The H&S report is being chased up by IM
I also am concerned whether A&BC are becoming a reactive local authority or a planning one – Finlay Currie complained to Cllr Bruce Marshall about the state of Rankin’s Brae Garden – staff were dispatched quickly to remedy this.  I also contacted Bruce about the verges/green space at Lazaretto Point and the planter near Ferguslie Street – in fairness these were dealt with quickly – and I note are in the process of being cut again.  Do we need to complain to get these jobs done and is manpower merely sat around waiting to respond or is there a plan.

Finally I am concerned at the amount of debris on the High Road and the main A815 out to Sandhaven – not all log debris but other – I would like to see the village mechanically swept once per week (Mon, Tue or Wed) including the footpath, especially that more children are now using it.  Compared to the likes of Dunoon and Kirn we are getting short changed. I am afraid the squeaky wheel gets the oil – we need to squeak more.

We should closely monitor the situation and if we are not satisfied with the services then a letter to the Leader of Argyll and Bute Council and the Chief Executive from SCC should be considered.
LL received the following mail:
SEPAView  Magazine   -  Summer issue

NHS Highland  -  Newsletter on Mental Health
SMP Playgrounds - Parish & Community News

No-Need for Nuclear - August issue.
RA received the following:

Grabtrust newsletter

Copy of Sandbank Primary Standards and Quality Report
Review of Adult Learning Disability Services in A&B 
Notification of next Cowal Area Network meeting on 7th Sep at Uig Hall.

Community Council By-Elections paperwork received and deadline for nominations is 16th September.
RA cannot attend the next 3 meetings due to work commitments.  JW agreed to do minutes during this time.
IM reported:
SCDT website is looking great thanks to the hard work from David Boyd of the Trust. All SCC minutes, details and Sandbank Scene are now available online.
We should advertise “Postcards from Cowal” and photos of the kids helping with the planting.

Derek Matthews to be emailed regarding how Sandbank fits in to the Dunoon maintenance programme? Our streets are not cleaned, grass is not cut unless we specifically ask.
JW has nominated SCDT and the play park project as her charity of choice at RBS in Dunoon. They have a box for nominations in the branch.
	JW to take minutes at next 3 meetings

RA to email details to David Boyd

IM to email Derek Matthews 

	14. Public Questions
	Why were the 20 mph flashing lights at the school not working on Thursday 27th? 
It was noted that litter was being picked up on a Saturday morning up at Dalinlongart but the workers did not carry on through Sandbank.

A new bus stop has been put in place outside the Village Hall which is very dangerous as it is directly on the corner and on the hill. The bus stop used to be next to the planter at the top of Ferguslie St, so why was the new sign not placed there again? It was also noted that the person carrying out the job had come from Glasgow.
Wreaths down at Lazaretto have been blown away due to high winds. 

IM stated that Ian Mackenzie should be contacted regarding the new holder for the wreaths.
	Cllr BM to query
IM to contact Ian MacKenzie 

	15. 50/50 Draw
	1st Prize – A Titmus
2nd Prize – R Altin
3rd Prize – A James
	

	16. Date of the next meeting
	The date of the next meeting will be on Wednesday 29th September 2010 at 7.30pm. 
	


