Sandbank Community Council (SCC)

Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 25th May 2011

Convener’s Annual Report

    Looking back over the past year it’s fascinating to consider the many and varied issues which have been on SCC’s plate.  I have tried to summarise those that seem to be of most relevance but in no particular order of importance.

· New Blood! : Since the SCC in its present form was established in November 2009 including the election of new community councillors, it is fair to say that things have gone reasonably well.  However, with a shortfall of two from the outset and Lorraine’s recent decision to step down we could do with recruiting two or three new members as soon as possible.

· Local Planning : Depressed conditions in the wider economy are reflected in a relatively small number of planning proposals from the Sandbank area featuring in the weekly lists of valid planning applications over the past 12 months.  SCC did, however, make written representations in several instances especially in connection with a proposed extension of time for the operation of a concrete batching plant on the Holy Loch Marina reclamation area.  With over 100 written objections from Sandbank residents this controversial application was refused at a PPSL meeting in April 2011.  As regards the two other contentious planning issues locally, the proposed wind farm on Strone Saul Hill was refused in August 2010 and the new supermarket application, which has been in the planning sausage machine for over two years, still remains undecided.  

· “Bonny Village” : All planters, tubs, barrels and the boat at Broxwood have been “refreshed” over the past month or so and sincere thanks are due to all SCC members and other helpers who gave up some time to lend a hand.  A large, surplus planter has also been received from Argyll and Bute Council and moves are afoot to have it positioned on a concrete slab base next to the “SANDBANK” sign at the Cowal Cemetery entrance on the High Road.  The successful application for a “Wee Green Grant” of £500.00 from “Lower Clyde Greenspace” in late-2010 has been of immense help and it is to be hoped that following SCC members’ recent engagement with staff and pupils of Sandbank Primary School in the planting of saplings, further enhancement to the appearance of the village can be achieved. 

· 50/50 Club : A most appreciative thank-you to all those who “chip in” with their monthly pound, to Chris as “chef de monnaie” co-ordinator and to the SCC members and friends who do the tedious job of collecting the cash.  This is a vital source of income and with scope for increasing the number of participants and introducing occasional “superdraw” events there seems to be some unrealised potential. 
· “Sandbank Scene” : Congratulations to Rhona and Ishbel for another two top quality editions last June and December.  Special thanks also go to all those who advertise and/or contribute articles which enable this excellent community publication to appear biannually free of charge.  The next edition in June is keenly awaited.

· Village Management : Councillor Bruce Marshall has continued to be an important and helpful link between SCC and Argyll and Bute Council on many fronts and especially with local “streetscene” issues such as road repairs, grass cutting, fly-tipping, dog fouling, etc.  He has patiently listened to SCC members at the regular monthly meetings before passing on the particular management issues to the relevant Council officers.  To assist this arrangement it might be helpful if SCC was to compile its own list of management concerns prior to each meeting.  

· Policing : P.C. Stewart Brannan’s attendance at SCC meetings during the past year was very fragmented and it is to be hoped this will improve over the coming year.  For obvious reasons a regular Police report is very important and doubly so when an officer is present to respond to any queries. 

· Miscellaneous : At times SCC seems to be involved somehow in all that goes on in the Sandbank area and, aside from the foregoing, has considered issues related to the Scottish Water sewerage disposal project which is due for completion soon; forestry operations, especially movements of large timber haulage lorries on local roads; the Holy Loch Marina reclamation works; Argyll and Bute Council’s “Core Paths” proposals; removal of certain school bus services by Argyll and Bute Council; etc.  In addition to planting, there has also been a good deal of other “hands-on” involvement by SCC members, e.g. bag packing at Morrison’s supermarket and manning stalls on the Gala Day to help raise funds for the Community Development Trust’s projects.  Two SCC organised community events last October also deserve mention for quite different reasons.  Whilst “Postcards from Cowal” was a very successful evening hosted by Ann and Peter Galliard and Nina Henry, an advertised public meeting in the village hall giving local residents the opportunity to air their views on proposed budget cuts received a very poor response. 

· Lorraine Lewis and Robert Diamond : Lorraine is regrettably stepping down from the SCC and Robert is relinquishing his role with the village hall.  SCC members would like to thank them both for their invaluable contributions over the years and extend their best wishes for the future.

· John Massey : John’s extremely untimely death came as a massive shock to all who knew him and his loss will be greatly felt in Sandbank.  He was a tireless worker for the Community Development Trust, the Red Squirrel Group and the National Park’s Community Partnership.  SCC members worked closely with him from time to time and will miss his enthusiasm, commitment to the task and good humour.   

Iain J. MacNaughton    Convener, Sandbank Community Council    23rd May 2011        

