Sandbank Community Development Trust 

Newsletter Summer 2010 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING TUESDAY 17th August 2010  

The AGM of the Trust is to be held on Tuesday 17th August in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. This is your chance as a member of the trust to have your say and to vote for members of the Board. It is also a chance to stand for membership of the Board. If you would like to become a Director and Board Member your nomination should be sent to the Company Secretary, John Massey, prior to the AGM. 

This is also the time at which memberships expire. We are dependent on our membership numbers in justifying fund raising. Those of you whose membership is due for renewal will find a form included with this newsletter- please fill it in and either send it to John Massey at the address given, or give it to any Director. We know that for many rejoining is something easy to overlook and would encourage you to support us by rejoining. You cannot get much for a pound these days! Life membership is only £5. 

Sandbank Gala Saturday 12th June 

The venue for the Gala changed this year due to Ardnadam Car Park being used by Scottish Water for storage, and feedback suggests that it was a resounding success yet again. Numbers attending the event were up as was the money raised for local groups and charities, which although is nice to note the main purpose of the Gala is to bring all groups within the village together, which was achieved better than ever this year. There was over £3,000 raised for local groups and charities, and some money is still coming in, which is nice to see that local groups are benefiting from the Gala. The Gala takes quite a bit of organising so if you have any ideas about an activity you would like to see or would like to get more involved please speak to any Trust Director or Community Councillor 

Play-park Update 

At the time of writing this article you will have noticed that work has started on the Play-park with the construction and erection of the Ball court. It was agreed to start on this facility so that the older children were catered for as the play equipment already there caters for the younger ones, up to a point. The Trust has run into difficulties in obtaining the rest of the funding with ‘red tape’ issues as to whether we are classed as a Rural community or not. We were hoping to get the majority of the funding from monies put aside for Rural communities but we were recently informed that we were in fact an Urban community because of our distance from Dunoon. At present we are fighting tooth and nail to have this decision overturned because we consider ourselves to be a Rural community, and we will keep you informed of our progress. 

Broxwood Bird-Hide 

This project was completed earlier in the year and if you have not had the chance to visit it I urge you to take a little time as it is a pleasant stroll through the woods to the hide, and is easily accessed. The pathway has opened up the woods and has given Sandbank another facility it can be proud of, not just for tourists but for locals as well. 

There is an interpretation panel on order which will be placed close to the gate at the beginning of the path which will complete the project. 

Environment Activities 

There are several activities going on in and around the village to do with the environment. 

Once again the Community Council will be in charge of ‘planting up’ the village. 

The other Environmental project that is taking place is the Sandbank goes Green Project which has already started. 

A company called ‘Changeworks’ have been recruited to carry out doorstep surveys for every household within Sandbank, and the operatives are easily recognized because of their green uniforms. I have received phone calls from residents saying that they have been approached by other companies operating within our area at the same time. This is unfortunately true as other companies get to hear about what we are trying to achieve and jump on the bandwagon. Changeworks employees will show you their credentials when asked for and can be recognised because of their green uniforms. Some of these other companies are working on a commission basis so they get paid for how much they sell, whilst Changeworks are giving impartial advice. These surveys are intended to point householders in the right direction to insulate their homes better thus saving themselves money and the planet at the same time. Depending on individual circumstances there are grants available for this and it may even be free to some people, again this will be pointed out during the genuine survey. 

We also have a library of energy monitors that are available to anyone wishing to save themselves money on electric bills, for more information please phone 701030 for further details. 

Ardnadam Car Park 

Scottish Water has now moved onto the Car Park and the Trust is receiving an income which will be used on local projects. We have been given an undertaking from Scottish Water that they will endeavour to try and complete their works within an 18 month period from moving in so as to keep the disruption to the local residents to a minimum. Part of the agreement was to sell a small portion of the car park to Scottish Water to erect a pumping station for the benefit of the village, and again the money will be spent on local projects. 

Cycle path and Walkway 

At the Gala we displayed our consultative plans for this project and so far have received positive feedback on our aims and ambitions. There will be further opportunities to view these plans within the coming months as we aim to have specific open days when the plans will be on display for you to have your say on how you see this project developing. 

The project itself is probably the most ambitious one that we have endeavoured to undertake and will take some time for all of it to happen, but if it does only half of what is envisaged what a tremendous difference it will have to Sandbank and the local area, and make Sandbank THE place to be. 

Information Panels 

After last year’s Homecoming event you will have noticed that several information panels have been erected throughout the village and it has been noticed that these are well visited and read by both visitors and locals alike. If anyone has any idea or thoughts for other similar ‘street furniture’ or items that will enhance the village please pass them on to Trust Directors or Community Councillors for action. We can only act if we know what you want. 

 

 

Lazaretto Point 

The Trust keeps a watching brief on Lazaretto point and carries out some maintenance on things such as the chain and the picnic tables. 

This last 12 months has seen a major step change to the way the Trust acts and handles projects on your behalf and it takes a lot of hard work and dedication to sustain this and we are continuing to look to you for help and assistance in forming sub-groups as we take on more projects If you can offer help in time or expertise please contact any Trust Director or phone me on 701030. 

John Massey, Company Secretary.                             
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